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More 
than 
just 

fantasy
Local LARP league 

offers kids a chance 
to explore their 
imaginations

Photos and story by 
Veronica Weber

A

Philip Caodillo, 12, and other 
players in the Palo Alto Junior 
LARP League, charge the field 
while playing in the battle 
league at Mitchell Park.
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‘But there’s this whole world 
that I can participate in 
and I can change things, 
and I have the power to 
do something and defend 
something that I want to 
save.’

— Kim Taylor, 20

Sarah Ward, left, helps her sister Michelle exit 
the field during a battle. The league enforces a 
strict rule called “fumbling”: When a player is 
hit too hard or hurt, the striker must sit out the 
game with the injured player.

LARP players Kim Taylor, left, and Thomas Hogan survey the scene before their 
next battle at Mitchell Park.

FanWar game master Christopher Melville explains the rules and guidelines of their next 
battle to players of the Palo Alto Junior LARP League.
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LARP league

Richard Callan, who has been a LARP player for more than six years, talks with newcomers 
during a break in play. 

‘Fantasy sort of forces 
people to think outside 
of the simple possibility of 
things and think in a more 
creative mode.’

— Chris Melville, founder of FanWar

Rowan Artemoff-Meyerson, left, Wyatt Dunkerly and Lucas Tabachnick prepare to enter into battle at Mitchell Park on Oct. 5.
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BEST AUTO CARE

Larry’s AutoWorks
2526 Leghorn St., Mountain View

650.968.5202
autoworks.com

BEST CHIROPRACTOR

Health Logic
633 Menlo Ave., Menlo Park

650.853.1800
healthlogicllc.com

BEST DAY SPA/MASSAGE

Watercourse Way
165 Channing Ave., Palo Alto

650.462.2000
watercourseway.com

BEST DENTIST

Palo Alto Dental  
Group

511 Byron St., Palo Alto
650.323.1381

paloaltodentalgroup.com

BEST HAIR SALON 
HALL OF FAME:  

BEST MEN’S HAIRCUT

Hair International
232 Stanford Shopping Center

Palo Alto
650.324.2007
hairintl.com

BEST HOTEL

Garden Court Hotel
520 Cowper St., Palo Alto

650.322.9000
gardencourt.com

BEST ORTHODONTICS

Mid-Peninsula  
Orthodontics

965 High St., Palo Alto
650.328.1600
orthoquo.com

BEST TRAVEL AGENCY

AAA 
430 Forest Ave., Palo Alto

650.798.3200
aaa.com

BEST VETERINARIAN

Mid-Peninsula Animal 
Hospital

1125 Merrill St., Menlo Park
650.325.5671
midpen.com

BEST BOOKSTORE

Books Inc.
Town & Country Village

855 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto

650.321.0600
booksinc.com

BEST BOUTIQUE/ 
BEST JEWELERY STORE/ 

BEST GIFT SHOP

Shady Lane
441 University Ave., Palo Alto

650.321.1900
shadylanegallery.com

BEST FRAME SHOP

University Art
267 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto

650.328.3500
universityart.com

BEST GROCERY STORE

Whole Foods Market
774 Emerson St., Palo Alto

650.326.8676
wholefoodsmarket.com

BEST CHINESE RESTAURANT

Chef Chu’s
1067 N. San Antonio Rd, Los Altos

650.948.2696
chefchu.com

BEST LATIN AMERICAN  
CUISINE

La Bodeguita  
Del Medio

463 S. California Ave., Palo Alto
labodeguita.com

BEST NEW RESTAURANT

Terrone
448 S. California Ave., Palo Alto

650.847.7577
terronepizza.com

BEST OUTDOOR DINING

Caffe Riace
200 Sheridan Ave., Palo Alto

650.328.0407
cafferiacepaloalto.com

HALL OF FAME:  
BEST SPORTS BAR

The Old Pro
541 Ramona St., Palo Alto

650.326.1446
oldpropa.com

BEST VEGETARIAN CUISINE

Calafia Café  
& Market A Go Go 

Town & Country Village 
855 El Camino Real #130

Palo Alto
650.322.9200

calafiapaloalto.com

BEST DESSERTS

The Prolific Oven
550 Waverly St., Palo Alto

650.326.8485
prolificoven.com

BEST MEAL UNDER $20/ 
BEST SOLO DINING

LYFE Kitchen
167 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto

650.325.5933
lyfekitchen.com

BEST PIZZA

Patxi’s Chicago Pizza
441 Emerson St., Palo Alto

650.473.9999
patxispizza.com

BEST DIM SUM

Ming’s Chinese  
Cuisine and Bar

1700 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto
650.856.7700

mings.com

Best Of Palo Alto Winners Directory

Congratulations  
to all the 2013  

Best Of winners

2 0 1 3

Children and adults act out a battle scene between the high elves of Andianion (in purple) and the 
humans of Temnor (in orange) while playing in the Palo Alto Junior LARP League at Mitchell Park.


