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The fallawing 1s Pu%is[w;{ an117 I/Lfter much deliberation with Lord Artano,
notable #igk Elven scholar and historian of Feanorion. Artane would not
allow the following footnote to be ;mﬁlis[» independently without at least
explaining “in no uncertain terms!” that the footnote is in no WAY
complete And is & qross qeneralization not suitable for publication in any

well standing historical journal. Never-the-less we assured Lord Artano

that our readers are well Aware of the historical standards and will not

begrudge him his brevity.
An excerpt from vaa&tnata in Lord Artandur Artano’s #andbook,
of Notable Magical Objects

For those who are not familiar with the origin of Elder
Sorcery and the making of the world, the relative importance of
eAch af the above mentioned items may be lost. While our
specialty is, of course, in the history of the many magical works:
that have been created through time and not in the philosophy of
qechistory we hope that the tolerant reader will allow us to say A

word or two on the Suﬁject.
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It is theorized 1717 the great philosophers of prehistory that
Roekron and the worlds ]7&170%0{ (far one does not create merely one
continent in and of itself, but the creation of A Warﬁ( is & complete
and thorough process encompassing ALl lands, known and
unknown- eVan, AS Some af our esteemed callemgues have
theorized, perhaps involving the creation of the universe as well,
though this hns not been confirmed As yet) was created 7717
Wu rlpmgaa{zmas; the ur~Dm9mm. There are some wheo }wstumte
that Wurlangedemes did not create the world so much as it
dreamed it, and that we are merely the dreams of the Ur-
Dragonon, but as this has no basis in philosophical fact, we will
not waste the readers precious time with debates about the nature
of reality and perception As some, so called scholars are Like to do,
Mw( though it is worth noting that Lord Neelue has clearly and
farmia{wﬁly a{is;ara&ec{ all but the most ludicrous of tkearizing on

the Suﬁject, we will pass on, without mentianmg it. With the
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creation af the world, or universe, As it will, Wurlmngze{emes, the
ur-PDragonon spoke into the world, and that which it said was.
Do not mistake our representation af this occs rrence As A religious
[wmnge to the ur~Dm9mm, 7rent and }aau/erfwl As 1t may Pe,
such a c{eVaut- remark holds no place in A historical footnote such
As this and will be avoided out of respect for our numerous readers,
but rather, is A statement of philosophical fact. #s the War.ds
came into the Wbrla{, that which was named became.

It is said that the first word spoken was Dragon, and all
others followed and that this is naturally why Dragon’s speak
the languaqe of the making. Other scholars such As Greives and
Wittle have asserted in their fifth volume on the first word of,
creation, that the first word could not have been dragon for it
must have been world as the Dragon's would have had no world to
be created in. We apologize to Grewes angd Wittle far such A

paltry explanation of their work, bat as we do not wish to spend



any more time on the suﬁject then is nﬁsalut&ly necessary for a
footnote, the situation demands such 77rex/'it17. Reqardless of
greiws and Wittles t/xeary ’s, Vo;at AS t/wy mm% be, one must
aVentunllV turn to the qums themselves far the Answer, As
they are the ones in question, and As wAs done in the first aqe ]717
Feanor, A‘Stengrea{ and 3vod in the lagena(ﬁm/ Kia{a(ling on the
Mountain, or Wizaste's A%SWering As 1t 15 sometimes rafarrac{ L;a.
Onon, the Dmgah Matriarch at the time, answered the three with
the affirmative that indeed Dragon wis the fust world and that
she personally viewed the making of the world. Now, one cannot
put too much faith in the word of & Dragon, even a matriarch
and while we in no way mean to imply any untruth in Onon’s
statement, as it is said she SPaka in Elder Sarcary, A l&mgunge
W[m'd», due to it's nature cannot contain Lies, it is still theorized
1717 some that she ;;aake wWhat, in her Arrogance, she believed to be

true, not what trulv wAs. Such a discussion does not ]7510149 n A
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footnote of this nature and so we will simply take Onon At her
word and move on to the origin of species.

Onon 5})07(6 af the an’gin af s;aecias At the ﬁic{c{ling on the
Mountain and the results have since created & great controversy
in the schools -af Nature Mages. Onon said that Wurlangedems
created The People and dispersed them across the lands. When
Svod pressed the question of who The People were, Onon saiq “ﬁw
first ]m’ngs. The ones all Life his come from.” This came As & shock.
to the Feanor, Svod and Astengrad who until this time had
assumed that eAch species AAd been created separately. Contrary
to the reim’ng t[wm/ af the ¢(m7, Onon cmrifiea{ that all life on
Roekron fmgwn with these first B&ing, which Looked nothing like
Anything we Know of now. These first Eeings changed and
mufﬂotec( rapidly it 15 sad, ]7&1'145 fres[» and full of Elder Sorcery,
and each generﬁtian created A new life form. Thus, Onon,

explained “All of you are related; bird, fish, elf and dwarf. Atl
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but the Dmyans, who have no claim to this world.” There Are still
those like the afore mentioned Grieves and Wittle who protest
Onon’s, so called }yarce}ytian af the creation af the Warla( and still
hold that Wurlangedems created each species separately and that
Onon WAS Wréng. I commend these notable scholars for their
couraqeous opposition to A Dragon Matriarch's word spoken in
Elder Sorcery, though there assertion is made somewhat léss
Couraqeous when one considers that Grieves and Wittle only
fuﬁlisfwa{ their works after the death of Onon, and the passing of
the one Faing who migf»t contest them. Furhtermore, there are
those of the Storm Mage Guild in Temnor who believe that their
Drakes are in fact a recreation of these original forst ﬁaings._
While Drakes certainly posses a certiin propensity for spawning
mnﬁy and Varied life farms, one must assume that the Temnorian
Storm Mages are .engmging in the most extravagant from of self

[lattery to purport to Aave recreated the first ?761'1475; had the first
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]ming been such vulgar destroyers of Life we should very likely
never have developed to our current state of Varied Life forms, but
I do not wish to waste any more of the reader ;ﬁeciaus time on
topics that are best reserved for the school or Nature Mages. We
invite the Storm Mages of Temnor to take up the issue with the
Drﬂgans Persannlly.

Returning to the spawning of Life upon the world, du ring tkw
formation of life, these new creatures spread rApidly Across the
world and after only & few thousand years lost their ability to
create And change; ech species and Life form settling on one form
to procreate. At this Paint, several af the more fmm'lim S;yecies
had already settled in Varions Lands, the Hobbits on A continent
to the south, the Dwarves to the north, the Centaurs to the east
mn W[mt is now Teriock, we elves on the continent to the west and
the Humans, can.tmry to many a}yinians, are those who have A

true claim to Roekron, km/ing ariginnlh/ settled in these Very
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lands. In this early time of prehistory, life for many was
primarily A nomadic and sumplistic endeavor to outwit and out
Live the Various gther creatures spawned by the firs‘t }mings.

Thus it may have staved if it were not for Wurlangedemes
choice to allow the passaqe of the gods. Onon explained At Mount
Wizaste that Wurlangedemes the Ur-Dragonon was not
interested in the world that had been created but that mnﬁy
other farces in- the universe were, farces known to Onon As
Celestials.  These 7731'1495 existed on many VArying levels of
existence and ALl wanted control of Wu rlangedemes new creation.
The ur~Dm7cman &Lgreea( to allow A “}’&Umge” far these ]7%'1475 into
the world but required they leave the choice of which Celestial
the mortals would follow to remain in the hands of the mortals
tfwh»selﬂes who, Onon sAid, Wurmngec(emes faum{ interesting.
Thus followed the “folding” as Onon said, of the Passage of the

Gods, or Celestials as Onon was like to call them, and the
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Ezginning of the creation of prehistory only five thousand years
After its initial creation. It is unfortunate for the historian that
the Passaqe of the Gods wis permitted by Wurmﬂgea{emes, not to
imﬂy that Any raligiaus or s;yiritunl leiaf 15, in And af itszlf AN
unfartunmte éwmt; many 7rent creations And im]yrav«ements af
people would not have come 1o pass were it not for the convictions
of & particularly pious indiviual of one faith or m/wt[u;r.
Rather, it 1s unfartunnte in that with the presence af NUMErous
fm't[»s or Pantheons, tf one will allow such A word, that [»istcm;
inWer}ly qets mistepresented As it 15 interpreted ]717 one faithful
scholar or another. Thus, the }Jrekistarv af the world is muddied
and smeared 1o such a horrendous degree that, as I have explained,
n ?reviaus c[m;aters, entire YeArs af }are[»istmf cannot be
Mcéuntea{ for. This has led to the creative, if not well informed
tfuaarizing af certain ;a[w'lasa}a[»er af Tam}wrm Placement and

Mapping that time did not exist for periods of time, A Ludicrous
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and self depreciating arqument that holds up to serious
nvestigation no more than A the Dark Guards held up aqainst
‘K%jiro Minimoto at Nacrowaith. s any, 700:{ Stﬁ dent af [LiStOﬁ/
can  surmise, the Loss af entire YeArs af Prz[w’stary, while
unthinkable now, is understandable under the circumstances. It
WAS A time af qreat u}a[wm/ﬁbl and entire continents were
unknown At the time. One cannot faunlt our fm't[»ful };r.e~
scholars too mu ch 1f in the midst of their ;am'nstnkmg work, whose
book. we now stand upon, A yedr or iwo of the first thousand got
Lost or was misplaced. It wis a time of great romance And hAs
since become the stu i Legends and fnﬁles.

Most notable events af yra[»istary, here, marah/ As A reminder,
Are, in c[mmalagicnl order, the Battle af the Four Powers, the Sun
Fever Epidemic, and the Aqe of Ice and Fire. Early in prenistory
Roekron was frﬂvu.gfvt with initial tribal battles across what was

then simply called, The Land. The bnttle of the Four Powers is of
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course the most notable event of prenistory one is Likely to think
of, and while it has been discussed in detail in chagpter five, we
hope the reader will allow us to.make a brief statement About the
battle itself. The Land, as it was called, was ruled ]717 barbarian
hordes, husmans af course, who seemed set on cmﬂ/tering As much
Land as possible in their constant quest for wealth and power, as
lesser f?’ﬂings are like to do. Peset ]717 hordes af orks, oqres M.w(
gaﬁlins, these human tribes had Little use for civilization and
spent their time in A constant battle for food and shelter. The
battle af Four Powers was the first battle af ?rekistarv in which
the humans beqan to think beyond simple survival and took an
interest in the creations of the Celestials. Three tribes the gwﬁrie,_
the Cri, and the Willia, canVergea( in WhAt is now Andionion,
Seeking to find what PT’B[LiStOﬂf records as “a black sword, a
chalice, a shield Mw{ a scroll.” As I have covered each in great

detail in the nfara mentioned c[m}atz!r, I will spend no more time
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on them then to Assure the uneasy reader that, as discussed, the
black. sword was wot the first Morgantic weapon, As some
impetuous qabblers in historical literature have ‘fur}wrtac{, but
rather a sword forqed of darkness and shadow by several of the
Celestial’s of Denth Aand natking more, the Latter honor af course
qoing to the famous Dwarven smith #raqnor who “discovered” the
art and passed it on to the infamous smith Merigrad, for whom 0'1./11’
dedicated rem{ef has already read about in Chapters eight, ten,
fifteen and eighteen.

The battle af the Four Powers is Sigm'ficnnt in that it marks
the Eaginning of the steady march out of prehistory and into the
furst age but it alone was not enough to complete this shift. The
Sun Fever epidemic which no ELf can speak. of without a shadow
crass.ing their continence was the second pivotal catalyst. In the
Lands to the West.af Roekron, the Elven homeland, we of eternal

life and qrace were beset }717 the grentest threat to A Syecies
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existence Any have had to endure. At the time, King Leand had
created what can only be describe As A perfect and beautiful
society. While the rest of life had }mrely Eegun to think Eeyam{
its next meal, we Elves had already created high society and
argﬂmizntim but af chaos. But, alas, }aerfectim never seems to
last in an imperfect world. No sooner had Leand completed the
capital city when the first signs of the Sun Fever ]mgﬂm to be seén
on the west shore. Tt S;mww{ m;aia{ly, and while we do not wish to
wnsult our readers intelligence 7717 dergning to so much As suqqest
that they would not have studied the most destructive epidemic
this world has ever seen, we will include A ﬁrief description herein
for the sake of completeness. The Sun Fever was passeq 7717_
thought, bu rning the minds of these who became awnre of it
within A Jew Aays. The Elves of old, as is well Known, possesseq
the skill of mim{ to mind communication or what is sometime

referred to as psionic ability. Thus, the Sun Fever was spread as



ench ELf reached out for help with their mind from one to the
next, destroying those most present in the infected persons mind
first and then spreading to whoever they [mf;aenea{ to send
thought to. In the later staqes of the disease the infected person
lost their n%lity to control where their thoughts were sent and
was requced to sending out their thoughts to everyone within
range. For obvieus reasons the sun Fever was of no threat to tAe
Lesser species, but to we of greater qevelopment it wWas our doom.
Fortunately, there were those Among us who, through the last
remaining mutations left from the first ones, had developed A
skall to block. or keep out the thoughts of others. It was these few
immune Elves that held the chance, the survival of our species,
and Leand recoqnized this immediately. #aving already learned
ﬂtﬁaht the Sun Fever, he wAs af course infectea{. He zﬂAicle sent
for all those who iaula{ be seen to have this immunity And “sent

us to our destiny” As Feanor wis like to say. The five ships that
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set sail far new Lands contained all af our ancestors, those with
the n]n’litt/ to survive the Sun Fever through Keeping out rather
than sending out thoughts. Leand could not risk. that the Sun
Fever would change, that it had some of the Elder Sorcery left
within it, nné{ that it might pass on to the rest of the species and
50 he sent us forth from the Lands of the west to settle far from the
afflicted lands. On-the day of his death he named Feanor Ais
successor, t/»augﬁ, As it is well recorded in kistarg, Feanor was not
his son. Still, one cannot fm/tlt Leand his choice af leader, As
Mstamy undauﬁt&c{ly attests to.

The final event that would trigaer the shift into what is now
commonly know as the first age wis the Age of Ice and Fire. It is,
theorized ]717 certhin geohistorians that the world qoes through
yem’&c{s of massive changes to weather and climate. Whether these
c[mnges Are the result af some unseen farce acting upon the world

or Are A cam;aletely natural event 5 once ngm'n A iuestian best



Left to the Nature Mages and cannot ;1055177117 be answer in a
footnote as ]Wiﬂf As this one. However, one tan speculate that
were these events the result of Elder Sorcery, or other such
artificial source, the skill to do so would have been used to destroy
Life s we know it already. Whatever the cause of the Aqe of Ice
and Fire, the results had a critical influence on the development
of Roekron and its culture. wartly After the Sun sz.ar
,‘E}aia(emic, the cl'immfe Imgnn to s[»ift. The Lands in which, until
this time had been inhabited ]717 the Dwarves to the north ]mgpm
to freeze over camyletaly, tu minq inte An ic17 wAste inm]m%e af
supporting Life. At the same time the Lands to the south ngﬁm to
heat up and the Hobbits who, up until this time had lived quite
contenteqly, as Hobbits are like to do, Eegﬂm dieing of a{ehijc(mtim
ﬂmc( heat related illness. To the east, the great plains that Aad,
until this time Sﬁp}wrted the many Centaur tribes also Imgﬁm to

change with the climate, drying wp and Loosing most of their
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nutrients. The centanr that survived this sudden change in
climate migrated west into RoeKron, remaining A nomadic people
to this Any. Thus, A qrent migration was Feginniné. For some due
to intolerant living conditions ang for others due to disease, And
all would eVehtunlly com/erga in Wwhat was, At the time, A Land
still caught in it's nomadic past.

After the battle 'af the Four Powers, as the barbarian tribes 'of
humans in Kaéknm ]7&717014 to argMLize and settle into their
newfound roles As makers of civilization rather than creators of
chaos and war, we mark. As the dawn of the first age,
approximately twelve thousand, two hundred and seventy three
years, one hundred And twenty-three days from the creation of
the world, roughly. At this time the Gabrie tribe had settled in
Dsesnor and was rules ]71/ none other than King Dsesn himself who
still possessed the afore mentioned “Black. Sword of Night and

Shadow af Divine Origin” as it caome to be known and who,
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[»m/ing won the quest far the Four Powers claimed dominion over
the rest of Roekron. The Willia tribe had settled ]73170%0{ the Wet
Mountains in what is now Temnor And was under f[»z rule af Lord
Temn, A puppet, it 1s well know, af the true ruler af the Willia
tribe At the c{du/n of the first age, Arch-Mage Stormwatcher. The
Cri tribe had moved north and populated the high plains of what
15 now Ilhwnass, and was ruled 517 Lord Criolle. Tt is because 'of
this that some historians will assert that the First Aqe does not
]mgin until some twenty five years later when Criolle dies,
depicted in the well known and often 77%4117 acted play ]717 Pedion,
“Uouse af gfwsts " which still sells out in theaters across Roekron, A
phenomenon that is Lost on this historian, As any play in which A
Lord dies of poison in his shoe And goes on to haunt his castle, no
matter how historically accurate, cannot be much more than
mere thawmaturgical philandering and. fantastical glamour.

But as this is not the suﬁject af this short faotnote, we will not
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spend time critiquing such historicAl romances and pass on to the
dawn of the first age and the formation of the major nations.

It is certain that this would have been the am{ of any growth
towards civilization, As humans Are incnywﬁla af Any lmting
development Pevam{ A mere two or so thousand Years, had it not
been far our esteemed farﬁmrer Feanor, and his Vaynge Across the
Enastern Sea to Whence The Sun Does Rise Each Day. While sap;u:
historian feel the need to point out that this is also precisely the
time that the Mountain Dwarves appeared in whAat is now
Svodlun, hinq the first Dwarves to ]mgin migrating due to the
#Aqe of Ice and Fire, and that the presence of Dwarves might in
some WAY effect [»istam;, in the humble a];im'm af this historian,
]73170140( the occasionAl Appedrance in one or more battles or the
credtim af one af more notable items af A mﬂogicnl nature, the
Appearince of the Mountain Dwarves had no real decisive effect

on the birth of the First Aye any more than the landing and



}Ja}yulnting af tHostor 1’717 some smAll number af Hobbits, Aalso
displace que to the Age of Ice and Fire, would have some three
hundred years Later. Thus, to return to the point At hand, Feanor
Landed At the mouth of the Celeroth River a mere five hundred
Ang_ sixty faﬁr years After the battle of the Four Powers, a
testament to his Auspicious and precise sense of timing. It was
there, in the unexplored depths of the Suthan Forest, that [ue
discovered the Sncred Grove of Peace and Love, the well know
maqical ancient stand of tree's said to be Celestials themselves.
Feanor took. this to be a sign that his people were to settle in this
new Land and he }765%14 exploring At a Voracious pace, sending his
brothers yaa}yla, the Wood Elves af Mienor south, his sisters Paa}ale,_
Wood Elves of Orinor east up the Dungarion and taking his own
?ea}a.le, the 4{—1'7[» Elves af Feanor All the WAY up the Celeroth and
into Criterritory in & matter af Years. The Cri had been 1'714517 Aand

had pushed out first into the surrovmding Lands and cleared the



WAY far real cwvilization. Feanor faum{ them on the verge af
disaster, struggling to overcome the invasion of new Jark. force
from the north, a tribe called the Daged. The a{éstraying of the
Dark Wizard 0rqoth and his quard could not have been completed
without the Mu{e of Feanor's Wood ELf brethren and as such
clearly depicts how Feanor's Voyage beqan civilization in
Roekron. The staying of Orqoth and his Doom Guards 517 the C’/;i,
along with Feanor's elven archers and the aide of Mira on the
Mountain, the well known oracle and nrc/vmge af the first Age,
WAS A mAJor step in the creation of An empire And fostered A
qrenter sense of security for the Cri. Unfortunately it also caunsed
the death of their Lord as one of Daged’s spies repaid Lord Criolle,
and ushered in the true Golden Age of Roekron. With the death of
Criotle, his young son Il was forced to take the thrown at the
Age af twelve. F&rtunﬂtely far the Cri, Aancefartk know as the

ILlionass, Orqoth Aad few remaining minions and the battles that
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fallau?ec{, (most natn}l% the Battle af the Two-Headed Giant and
the Amulets of Geomancy, the Sieqe At North Gate in which both
the Dragon Tonque Broadsword and Phoenix Dnggér, forqed by the
afore mentioned now present Mountain Dwarves- were used for
the Jurst time) were relatively minor and Il handled [vimself
masterfully, growing up into A handsome and dignified young
man, forging Long-Lasting allies among the Pruid tribes of W[mt. 15
now called A‘na{ianian.

This is then the ﬁaginm’ng af the First A‘ga, or First Golden A‘ga
af Roekron. The grau?t[» that fallau?e;{ WAS trult; ?raliﬂc, A
testament to the Advances that the elves Eraug/vt to the barbaric
human tries and the shaping of true empires became a reality.
For the first five hundred years of the Golden Age, Roekron saw
yenée like it has not since. Trade and commerce were At A qreat
high and magic f?egmn to be developed as never }efam. The first

yrafﬂbﬁn’cﬂvtzc{ Sfells and rituals were treated, At first limit anly to



Fireball and then branching out into Iceball, Lightning Bolt and
others. It was A'stengrec(, the Young }m;yil of Storwatcher, who
formalized the five schools of magic and organized the quilds in
those middle years of the Golden Age. One may wonder how it is
that mere humans can have Lived Long enough to have had much
impact on An aqe At all. As is still the case, being Wizards of
high power, the Vv]n'lity to extend ones Life, if not indefinitely, W.M
already quite A Common use of elder sorcery At the time and thus
would Allow human mages qreat breadth to carve out empires
they would never have Lived to see completed otherwise. It 1s here,
n the first aqe, that our devoted reader will recognize many of
the Aforementioned mAqLLAL works 17&71'14 to make their furst,
Appenrance And beqin to influence the battles in & much more
}araféum{ way. The Mountain Dwarves, it is true, had mastered
the art of crentina maqic works at the time and taunght the elven

SIMALENS af the time much af their basic skills. While this seems
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hard to believe now, this was }efam the Inanaus Elven/ DWMf
WArs And such trading of skills and kKnowledge was commonplace.
This exc[»nnga of skalls and magic made }aassiﬁla mdnv of the qreat
early magical works, as discussed in length in previous chapters.
Soon, even tﬁe humans had mastered the ru c{imentnry ATES af
mAaqic device making and items such as Dandwin, the Iron Clad
Armor and such, were Stmfalas af the Illionass Armies. Temm;r,
under the guia{dmca of Arch-Mage Stormwatcher, ]mgﬂm to create
new And uni@te mngicwl works, most natﬂdﬂy Stormwatches own
Rods of the Chamelion. Lord Dsesn’s line in Dsesnor was precived
As the lagitimnte heir to the throne af Roekron in what was then
the capital City of Estorock and so their was little in the way or,
rebellion far A few hundred Years, Mlawing far substantial 7M'ns,
both in exploration Ang infmstructure. Many of the smaller
tribes of humans .Eegpm to build their own nations and expAnd.

Sorikonia, 9377, and The grey Isles alt came into their own c(un'ng



the Golden Age. Under the quidance of the Grisodemdal, Arch
Mmge af Shimmermist, the 91’617 Iste would gyickly ex;aen’mce A
renaissance, rem[w’ng its }ainnmla with the mﬂmrkina af its
Leader on the creation of one of the most controversial creations of
mAgiC ever. With what was now ]ming called Dz&ga{eath ]731'147
held at ]my 1717 the descendants af Lord Ills, younyg explorers took. to
the far reaches of Roekiron produ cing some of the first relinble mn}ys
(see c/m}ater %) .' Halem, as our astute reader no a{auﬁt remempers,
ﬁeing ]717 far the most prolific of these explorers, having
commissioned some of the best magical works of this time (see
Halems Torch and Halems Rope) . It was during this Erief perioq af
calm that the first of the Great Legendary Weapons were forged.
The small grovp of elves that had settled to the north under Lord
Lnghwm worked hand in hand with Mountain Dwarves to create
Korikon, the N m] a~to Sword af White Fire, Later fenturing

prominently in many battles in the third aqe. ILL's descendent



Lord Il Menon, [»m/ing fargec{ an alliance with the Human
tribe of Drusids then Living in Andionion alongside the elves, forged
Oakenthen, the Defana{ar af Life, Shield af the I lliénms Paladins.
A time of discovery, it is during this period that the afore
mentioned Kio{c{ling on the Mountain with the Dmgan Matriarch
Onon takes place and a greater level of understanding for all 1s
reached. It was & time of great joy for the artisans of the War.lc(
and - As Aistamj so often repeats itself, so each Golden Age
necessarily must have an end. Most will not dispute that the
Golden Aqe of the First Aqe gave way to the Late first Aqge with the
INVASLON af the Polar Dwarves.

While the Mountain Dwarves had worked closely with we of
the Elven species, And qreat artisans such as #Hragnor and Krodo
rea{ifcaﬂerea{ arts thought only Achievable ]717 Celestinls, the Polar
Dwarves had a Vary different disposition. To understand this

difference in temperaiment one muist consider that the Polar



Dwarves are those Dwarves who decided to remain in the north
Lands when it. froze over due to the Aqe of Ice and Fire. While the
Mountain Dwarves moved to A warmer climdt&, the Polar
Pwarves roughed it out, digging in and holding fast for almost a
thousand 1/3%%5 as the temperature continually dropped. Thus,
these Dwarves who finally invade at the end of the First Golden
Age were A cold and cruel people, hardened 7717 qenerations .af
frozen death Mw{ survival. The Mountain Dwarves welcomed
their long Lost brethren but the feeling was not mutual. The
Polar Dwarves first learned what they could of the art of magic
crafting, a skill they excelled at, and then, having learned all
they could, turned on their teachers, almost completely,
decimating an entire species in an incredibly horrid and
c{eteftmﬁle act af qenvcide. The Polar Dwarves then turned their
newfound skills in the maqic Arts to making more weapons to

WAqGe A WAT o7 their Aqe old faes fram the north, the 7iMLt5. This



set the staqe for the Giant Wars of the Late first age in which the
Polar Dwarves attempted to do the same to the Giants as they had
done to their Mountain Brothers. ‘

If one is inclined to belittle the Dwarves for their cruel and
unfair ways, this historian would like to say a word, 1f we may
be permitted, on WAt wWithin ones own species. Need we remind our
dedicated reader of the War of the Grove, which soon followed t?w
end of the First Golden Age and was, Largely, a war completely
within the species of Elves alone. Should one like to think that
elves are above such acts of genocide, we would Like to remind such
personiqes thiat the War of the Grove, set off 317 the Amulets of
Returning Life, giftzc{ 1717 the 4{—1'5[» Elves, was nearly a genociqal
event as well and were it not for the creative diplomacy of Feanor
Mw( the designation of the southern and eastern Land of Roekron
as sovereign to the Wood Elves, their would likely be no Wood

Elves left in Roekron. One need not be reminded that up until the



fwll af Celindil and the Rise af the Dark. @ity, Feanorion has been
the site of ongoing battles between the High Elves and the Wood
Elves, and has cansed the deaths of far more over time then All
the Mountain Dwarves that were slanghtered at the end of the
First Golden A’?e.

Thus, with the Dwarves obsessed with their own war on the
Giants, and we Elves occupted with our own internal Jeud for t;w
Sacreqd Grove af Love and Peace, Dnga(eatk reawAkened, As dif
Blackspire and the qreat battles of the first Age 77&917»14. These of
our readers who recall the chapter on “Tmns;aartnﬁla Weapons”
will know what is to come next. Dagdesth invaded Illionass with
its Necromancers and Undead walked the Lands of Roekron for the,
first time. It is commonly held by most historians that it was at
this time that the Dark Council of Dagdecth was officially
formed and su ccee;{ac{ n summoning the Essen-Rauko, Sorrowveil,

Dagdameon and Crucept. Whetherthis is just an exaqqeration
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due to the legends of the time has not been confirmed though there
Are many sources which would sugqest that Astengrad was correct
in Ascertaining whit the gating had Mcam;aliskéa( Aang exactly
what the Eaings poor Hraqnon saw that drove him mad and Later
tore his soul frbm his flesh. It was a time of fear, but also, of great
bravery. As the invasions grew more and more frequent and
strong and Blackspire ﬁﬁgﬂm thramt&ning to invade all ii.f’s
surrauna{ing ter%itaries, the ruling ’Kzing At the time, Dsen Icash
realized that the human Kingdoms could not survive for long
isolated As they were from each-other. He drafted the first
alliance of nitions in defense of more than one nation. It became
known as the Andionion Alliance and was partially ras;;ansiﬁla_
for quelling the unrest between Wood and High Elves for a time
as both moved to assist in the defense of their newfound homeland
AGRInSE A common foe. The battles that followed have been

covered in numerous other works of history and no mere student of



magical artifacts could accurately depict the grandenr of
actunlly seeing the March of the Masterblades, the Battle of
Thunderwall, or the Duel at Mithil Ulienen. ‘Still, one CAn
imagine what it must have been like to have Samurai from as
far south as Sorikonin traveling ]717 foot to the front lines of
Illionass to stand shoulder to shoulder with the Illionass Knights,
or to see the sea of urnkai Archers cam;aletely filling the Wet }’m.ss
And Tming tu méa{ back. 1717 A single division of Tempest Veterans.
Of course, every child hns been told the story of Kijoro Minimoto,
then rmh/ sixteen, c(efznting the entire Gor Clan af urukai at
Mithil Uliene and then pinning them in their stronghold with his
Kumi Bow of Thunder in what is now commonly know as the,
Sieqe of One.

The House of the Griffin, a qroup of #igh Elves committed to
the c{afensa af K&ekran ]7&170145{ all else was instrumental in

keeping the Alliance alive and was An instrumental force in the



qreat battles of the Last first aqe. Had the Dread Eye Warriors not
emerqed within the ranks of the Daqdesth Armies, things may
have been very different. For those unfamilinr with the Dread
Eve Weapons, plense refer back. to c[m;ater 21 on “T; mns;yarmﬁle
Weapons” Mu{ the section on the use of transformable blades in
the ethereal world. The Dread Eye weapons and their ability to
be so easily conceated (A marble can it almost nnvu?[wré)
together with their ability to be taken into the Ethereal world
made for A combination that cost the lives of almost all of the
House of the Griffin as well as Lord Il Menon [w'mself. We can
only be gr&tt&fwl to the Sorikenian Martial Masters Jfor
discovering the secret of the creation of these weapons and turning
them aqainst Dagdesth. One wishes the battle of Kijiro in the
Ethereal weorld could have been visiple Jor it is certainly described
as & battle that will stand the test of time. Such was the force of

Kijire's thunderous strikes and bowshots it is said that haunted
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places for miles were suddenly vacated by the spirits of the
departed and their curses Lifted.

It is important to note that though most of the mainland of
Roekron was invoelved in the battles to the north, many af the
island nations, most notable the Grey Isles were left to their own
developments. Grisodemdal, Arch Mage of the new Maqe School at
Greymaqus had discovered an ntriguing new material far
working with f,lc(er Sorcery. The details of his experiments are
Lost to history due to the magnitude of the cAtastrophe that was
to follow. It is not clear how Grisodemdal managed to channel so
much power or direct it, t/wug[» there are those who believe he was
nvolved in the creation of & great alter or “wheel” of power that,
stored o1 qenerated An incrediple amount af raw mana. This
humble historian will not postulate on the exact means of
Gristodemdals Mn’iitty to create the catastrophe that followed, but

will sy ffice to state that the fnct that he was known to have



traded his rig[vt hand in A fmrgﬂvin with A Drﬂgan (far the

Dragon’s own right hand!), he was a mysterious and crafty mage

L e

the likes of which Roekron had not seen since Stormwatcher
himself. It is not know exactly what went wrong with

- Grisodemdals 7%&%15 experiment, but it is noted in this 77rief Jootnote

as it is commonly held as the marker for the event which signaled
the end of the first age and the quick. decent into the Darkaness .af
the Second ge. ' Grisoqemdal’s Accident completely wiped out All
of the Grey Isles in one instant, leaving nat/»ing but rubble and
floating specters. The shockwave of the event is said to still camse
random }Jraﬁlems in the mnqic fiela{s. It 15 also widely held that
the event would have become A chain reaction, perhaps.
destroyying ALl Life in the world And not certain mages countered it
fram various locations. The amount of mana required to do this
cannot be S}Jeculhtea{ on 7717 A mere historical scholar but it is

widely held that this draining of themagical resources turned the



tables af the battles in Illionass and across Roekron. Not more
than ten years after the event, Kijro Minimoto battled the forst
of Dark. Guards at Nacrownith. and though they were decimated
in short order, it WAs Apparent that t/vatf were anly the ﬂrst af
theirkind.

In the next hundred years most of what had been qained
would be Lost. Kiyiro died siwrtly mfter the battle at N, acraWMt.[»,
holding off the entire Dagdesth army while Nacrowaith was
evacunted. Astengrad finally died of old aqe, though Feanor, our
first and greatest King, would see his end trying to intercede in
the Giant Wars of Svedlun and getting canght between the tweo
Opposing forces. This sparked the ELf/ Dwarf War to come and thus,
ends the first age and fmgins the Dark Wars of the Second.

.Mﬂmv religious wars erupted Across Roekron in A very short
Amount af time. .Mamy af the churches, tem;yles, and shrines in

Illionass 17637014 to vie for Authority and fight amongst each other.
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Similar political wars beqan in Temnor which would eventually
lead to the major battles of the Redwash and the attack on
Dsesnor. While the first hundred years of the Secaﬁc{ Age still saw
some qreat works of the magic nature as I have mentioned in
previous cim;afers on the Maqgic Orbs and Swords, as well as the epic
creations of the Arch-Mage Merigrad, son of Astengrad, and the
stories of his qArk. forge vnder Mt. Wizaste. It is true that [\«ﬂ./d
Merigrad taken more of & leadership role At this time, rather than
retreating into his ATk, Labyrinth, the second Age may have been
very different. Certainly he would not have discovered the art of
Margﬂmti weApon cmftmg, }amsaa( on to him 1717 #rﬂgnar, and the
second Age would have been far Less lethal. Why Merigrad needed,
to test out his creations so aften ARy pAsS them on to VArious
Wﬂtriarz{; in search of some sort of perfect type of Morganti is A
mysteryy, though )yer[m;ys related to his creation of the famed five

legem{nrg items Later cArried ]717 the an'ng Moon Warriors in



the late second aqe could have something to do with it. Whatever
his reason, Merigrad disappenred for most of the first half of the
second Age, Warking on mysterious works At his fargé.

Without the quidance of the Wizards School many of the
nAations flaun?{amc{. With Feanor dead many of the ELf's sought
revenqe and rallied to attack Svedlun, something the Dwarves
Longed for, As most af the Giants were dead or driven out and tﬂe
souqht new WArs to waqe. The new gueen of Andionion (and most
of Roekron for the Second Aqe, as the House of Dsesn proquced no
Leader of worth during this time, though some would Arque that
Dsen Serpente in the mid to Late second aqe had the potential had
he not died to young in the battles in the Redwash, but that is not
the suﬁject of this short footnote), was the ﬁenuttful and often
terrifying LM{V Neanorn, Dm/tg[»ter af Feanor and Neana, Heir to
the Thrown of Gélim{il and the Sacred Grove. Neanorn, it is

rumored, had been studying to be a-smith when her father died



And changed her plans, taking up the command of her people in
their time of crisis. She succeeded in quelling the raqge of her
}Jﬂﬂ}?lﬁ far A century while she made, what is, in the humbple
opinion of this historian one of the great works of the second age.
Neanorn's Crowns of Justice were & spectacular work. of artistry
and Elder Sorcery, and were designed to unify her people 7717
connecting the three major elven provinces, Eines Mien, Oriri mﬁ;{
Andionion into A facusea{ qroup, which she succeeded in daing,
though perhaps not for her purposes. Neanorn was trying to focus
the nations into a force for qood Ang oTgAniZAtion And instead she
found she could not contain Lord Mien's passion and Lady 0rr’s
spirit. In the end, the war on Svodlun was Aqreed upon And,
Neanorn went Mang, mastly, 1t 15 Belieﬁec{, because her ;aea;;le
Wau.la( have been destroyed, either 7717 themselves or ]717 the
Dwarves had she not. What followed is an eight-hundred vear

war that did not quell until the dawn of the third age, the loss of
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many fine lines of both elves and dwarves and the formation of a
chasm that will never be filled between those of Feanor’s people
and those of Svods. ‘

Frzving on the internal weakness af the nations, Blmksfira
ﬁegun the firsf af 1ts mAany attacks on Andionion, Amair, Temnor,
Dsesnor, Oriri and Odilathen. The hordes af 09ras c{uring these
attacks is written - about in Lord Amirit's Journals. “TA&
MOUNtAIns n}a;;émea( to be flawing like waves, thick with the
huge bensts pouring out!” unlike the battles with Dagdesth in
which the armies were organized and focused, the battles of
Blackspire were characteristically haphazard and  random.
Often attacking and then suddenly shifting direction, Amerities
description was very Apt As the Ogre, Otk and Goblin hordes
Sanmec( in all directions. Some attribute this to the powerful
influance af Teitic the Insane, Warlord af the Slntefnlls, the

leqendary Amazon Goblin who Led his people in such odd fashion,



careening through the sky in Loops And Arches of the most comical
nature. Many who lm/tg[wa{ died in those battles, as Icitic is well
know to have used the afore mentioned Mirathulous, & deadly
WeApon far those with the sense of humeor to use it. Thus, many af
the wArriors af the second aqe were hardened out of necessity,
merely out of fear for their Lives should they smile or Langh! One
can only imaqe the effect this had on days of battle, truly .n
horrible fate one would not wish even on their worst enemy. The
Battle of Watch Peak is the most famous of these battles, being
the furst, and accounts for more than half the Lives Lost during the
Blackspire Raids. Amirit himself ]7M3117 survived.

Shortly after Blackspire beqan its attacks Paqdesth moved
into Illionass with new farces, the notorious Dark. GuAards who
ﬁraﬁg/vt with them the gruesome Lion Maw shields. These Undead
and Death Ogre. WATTLOTS Were A Pau?erful new farce that

decimated the few Illionass troops Left to oppose them. With no



qreat heroes left, the Litches had no trouble Imilc(ing up new
armies and used the “Litch King” Swords (see chapter 17) to allow
far wider control af their Armies. In A mere hus na{ra:{ years Illionass
was under the control of Dagdesth but for Menonass which held

- the line for nfaw hundred more years with the aide of Odilathen

and Amir.

While war raged in the north, Temnor's new leader Rysic,
Arch-Mage of Drﬁw{uiﬂ\( uir, the Stormwatcher Tower made to
take the thrown of Dsesn. Dsesnor and Temnor were both involved
in wars At the time, Temor with the Ents, having slain
migmting ancients And triggen’ng the Ent Wars, and Dsesnor
with it’s own political intrigues. While Dsesnor attempted to
Jocus its people on An AttAck. Aqanst the VARG Blackspire
Arimies, Rysic realized that the time was ripe for & move aqainst
Temnor’s Long [mtéc{ naig[v}an The war that follows has been very

accurately portraved in the five Volumes of the abbreviated
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works of Lady Echoana “Redwash Wars” and so we see no need to
tire our reader with lengthy descriptions of the massive number of
Storm Mages and Samurai whe battled across the ?zmmﬂ, or the
intriguing use af the King af Storms and the role af the legam{nrv
weapon L1 Tesashi, fargeo( ]717 the Sorikonian MArtial Masters to
end the war, which, iﬂmicnlly anly caused Temnor to attack.
Sorikonin directly, and so we will omit any discussion of .it
herein. #aWeVer, it is worth nating that had Temnor not
attacked Sorikonin, and stolen the works af Ra A’gen Mache, the
Revolution of the Guilds would not have happened and it is
Likely the Waning Moon Warriors would never have met.

While the Waning Moon Warriors Are not the Suﬁjact of this,
short faatnate, we [w;;e that the reader will allow us to yaint out
one .Smnll fnct about their existence, without ]wcoming over
burdensome. The Revolution of the Guilds }raug[»t about 7717 the

theft and distribution and later copying of Ra Ayen Mach’s
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anaus Book. af Many T [»ings, And ]Zing af Many T [u’ngs caused
mAany notable personaqges from across the Lands too seek. out more af
these books, as the Guilds were almost torn mfdrt ]717 the self
direction the books allowed and undermined m/arvt[»ing the
Guilds had tﬂ@tg[»t. Thus it was that the famons Waning Moon
Warriors met in Amir in the Late second Age, each lovKing for the
Ring of Many Things, which became the suﬁjact of Lady Mir«.i’s
famous poem “Seekers of Many Things” which plays upon the
Later nature of the Waning Moon Warriors, the fact that they
were each of & different race, and their Later disappearance. But
As this is not the focus of this short clarification, And we wish to be
nf%alut&lt/ Jocused in our explanations, we will not dwell on the.
heroes of the second age and how they traveled to Menonas and
rescﬁec{ Lady Iliona and her teenaqe son Illion fram the Dark.
Guards, but will S.uggest the reader pick. up A copy of the complete

works af Lﬂ«ﬂw Mirt's poems, or, tf one 15 more inclined to prose,
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“meing Moon: A ﬁriaf exAmination af Fanela}aa, Tordal, %efm,
Lorik, and Vojan.” By Lord Amirctues.

Tronically, or some might say, Appropriately, it is becamse of
the chaos of the second age that we now have the system of
qovernance that so facilitates our world todny. With Merigrad
qone, the school of Astengrad sought new leaders and selected five
new Arch-Mages who formed what was then called the Order 'af
Wizards but W&ula{ Iater become our Wizards Trade Order of 50t
level A"rc/anges, HAamil Lig/»t/mm(, Celani Newfarm, Dvod
Firefist, Eleana Stnrlight, and Hox Neverdream, our esteemed
and most Auspicious empire builders. While #Hox, Celani and
Hamil were not members at the time af creation af the Order af_
Wizards, Dved and Eleana were two of the founders and
Skaﬁlc(erec( the res;yansi%lity af reuniting Roekron in its darkest
hour. The creation of the Order of Wizards is the event that most

historians hold as the end of the second Aqe, As the influence the



Order would have over Roekron truly reshaped it and Eraug[»t it
out of its DaTk Age.

The Order fmgnn 1717 crushing the Temmnorian invasion of
Dsesnor, secus ring the use af numerous Sorikonian weApons to do so
and to use ngdinst Elmks;;ire and Dnga{aatk. The Order also put A
stop to the Dwarf/ELf War ]717 offering Svodlun the opportunity
to make a great deal of profit in the production of weapons for
their war on Ddga(eat/» and Blackspire as well as a new market
for mithril plated boots, which would become quite popular all
throughout Roekron, worn ]717 ALl the great gladiators. Illionass
did succeed in pushing out the Dagdecth troops with the aide of
Svodlun in WAAL 15 now commonly called the Battle af the.
Sleeping Wastes. The following four hundred years sSaw & return
to A Level of civilization not seen since the first Aqe. By the end of
it the Wizards Trade Order was fully functional, sanctioning all

of Roekron and each nation represented 1717 the Order.
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The mid-thirds aqe Praug[»t peace to Roekron for A short time
and great developments in maqic Ang skills, the formalization of
Guild Law and A plethora of cheap Dwarven Wed;ymry. As the
war drew to A close the Order looked for ways to increase the
quality of lifé for the people of Roekron and turned its research
towards new Elder Sarcary Aand laft the a{efense af Roekron in the
cn;m%e rands of Illionass. As there is & great deal of Literature c.m
the suﬁjact af the reconstruction erd, we will not belittle our
reader’s patience with this footnote by a(ascri%ng the
developments in geophilosophy And weapon craft Any more than
1s nﬁsalut&ly necessary. However, AsS no brief remark. on the
reconstruction era would be complete without some raferanca to
the Wild Ents af Dungu?m’tk, we fina{ it necessary to at least
mention the writings of Master Allios Shepton in the mid third
age and while it is likely some will find his writings to been

innfy}am}armte far A Sorikonian MAaster his observations were none
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the less accurate for the time and Accurately foresaw the build
up of the Dwarven Slave Trade and Goritock Itack's urukad
ATmy. ‘

As, Allios Shepton noticed, in order to meet the demand for so
mAany Wen}aaﬁs Svodlun raided #Hostor for Hobbit slaves and fmgnn
what some would call one of the most grievous Vielation of species
rights in the history of Roekron. Forced to work. in the mit[»r.il
mines maKing mithril plated boots for sale abroad, the Lifespan of
these slaves was sometime less than two years, forcing the
Dwarves to qevelop their slave trade even more. Hostor Appenled
to the Order to stop the raids but as it produced such good results
and_the items were needed for the Order to win their war with,
Dsesnor and ;JTAS[L the evil armies out af Illionass, the discussion
Wm.tﬂﬁlw{ far A Later date. Furthermore, As Hostor has never been
A member of the Wizmra{s Trade Order they Aad no standing among

the Guilds of Roekron and thus no fepresentation. To this date
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(15,820 4A) , Hobbits still work. the mithril mines, now under the
control of Dagdecth of course and one can only imaqine how much
worse the conditions are. Had the attack on S‘Vaa(lun At the
middle of the fourth aqe succeeded as Hostor Aad planned instead
of ﬁnckfin’ng those poor souls may have finally felt sunlight
ngm'n. Alas, it was not to be, but we are once &Lgm'n, getting
Ahend of ourselves. |
The mid to ate third Aqge SAW mAnY controversies erupting
across Roekron.  Dsesnor's use af Uurukhai mercenaries, the
development of Sorcery Modified Plants and the escalation of
feuds between the high elves and wood elves in Feanorion Are but
A few of these events. We of the house of Feanor will not soon
forqet the suicide Attacks of the wood elves who destroyed
themselves with self-destructive infernos to protest the high elf
position of the Sﬂére:( Grove of Love and Peace, the irony of which

was not Lost on the above mentioned Master Allios Ske}atan. If



there is anything qood to have come out of the fall of Celindil at
the end of the third aqe is the unity and camaraderie to be found
amongst elves today. ‘

For those unfamilinr with the fall of Celindil and the rise of
the Dark City, Celindil et Necrenef we will direct our patient
reader to the works of Lord Wakefield and his “Tale of the Dark
Morning and the Fall of the Third ELf King, Feandrin.” While.n
notable and Accurate text, it fails to point out the precursor to
the Dark Morning and the build up of Gorotock Itacks armies At
Mithil Ulienen in the years before. Most importantly it omits the
critical part played 1717 the band of heroes who, in An effort to
attack Gorotock and take Li Tesashi manaqed to qet themselves
killed and left him with not only Minimoto’s Naginata, but
Dnjnmea{ies, the urukai daqgqer forged in the Blackspire
Mountains to leM{ Urukai Armies, as well as the Flng af Victam/,

an item that bestowed powerful armor defenses to all allied troops.
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It can be said, without too much doubt that it was this small
band af well meaning but unsuccessful Adventurers who set in
motion the eventual attack of Gorotock Ttack. and thus the
battie af the Dark. Mamiug. When asked about the suﬁject, the
hero Voltan, who led the mission was quoted to have said, “We
only needed A one-masted boat to cross the river. Who new there
would be A storm trying to cross, and a qrant vessel while we u?fsra
Adrift... eVerut[u'ng sunk. We faug[»t that battle practically
naked.” We do not wish to question the heroics of such notable
personaqes as the great paladin Voltan or the many other herves
that took on such a dangerous mission but will leave such
Judgments to those who have had to pull themselves from a river
with nothing but one enchanted arm qreave and face a fortress of
urukai led 7717 a ronan wielding & Leqendary Di Katana.

It can just As easily be arqued that had the disappearances of

hobbits in western Celindil be nvestigated more thoroughly 7717
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the Celindil officials that Broden may never have risen to power.
While it is true that in situation remnrkmﬁltf similar to the
battle at Mithil Ulinenen, several herces Are kﬁau?n to have
investigateq the disappearances of hobbits in western Celindil and
did, 1t 1s ruhwreo(, meet up with Broden in A face to face
confrontation ]mefarz he rose to the control of the Carakwaith and
the formation of the Shroud of the Dark City. It is rumored tfw'tt
these herves fmtﬂw{ the now notorious Vampire And made off with
nis treasure without slaying him. While there are those aspiring
heroes who would gladly qive there soul to have that opportunity
and have prevented the fall of Celindil, one cannot fault these
heroes, hAVing been abandoned ]717, over half the original force,
that was to destroy the evil below Celindil and having no ided
what they had encountered it is no wonder that they would flee

fram A an};ira i fwll }almte Armor surrounded 1717 mf}anritians,

-



and we challenge any hero of similar level as these three
indiViduals to do anything else in the same situation.

Lest we fargat, there are those who believe t/@t the Darkness
In The West (a spreading force of Undead that arose just before the
AppeArAnce af Broden in Celindil) was in fact Broden himself.
We must forgive such foolish assumptions and attempted
conjecture give the fact that the three notable fiqures to [»m./a
destroved  the Darkness in the West, the centaur veteran
Starwatcher, the mute hobbit thief, and the barbarian Xander,
now one of the CArARwAith himself, specifically described the
Leader of the army as “/ huge, dark skinned giant wielding a two
handed sword of Dagdecth make.” It is therefore obvieus to
anyone with any historical Knowledge 77&170140{ the third Age that
this wis indeed a Death Giant wielding a “Litch King” one of the
WeApOnS c{asignac{. to control the qrent me{aatk Armies in the

second Aqge. Tf»nnkfwll% the weapon wAs reporteqly destroved At



the scene af the battle ]717 A Local Green Dmgm, whom, it 1s

theorized features prominently in the Catastrophe of the 01
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somewhat Later.
Of course many have theorized on the nature of the following

. attacks on Hostor 7717 Dagdeoth ships and the unusual timing of

such attacks coinciding with the rise of the Hobbits Abolitionist
Movement, or HAM. -There Are certain extremists who Assert t[w'kt
the attacks by Dagdesth were an Attempt to thwart Attempts to
free the hobbit staves in Svedlun. Such ludicrous deduction is
}ayam{ the scope of this tiny article and while the Hostorian
qovernment qid seek A redress of grievances with the Wizards
Trade Order, ﬁelieving them to be involved, as Hostor has no
standing in the Order they have no representation and their case
is stitl witing to be heard, now at the beginning of the fifth aqe.
For those of you u.nfnmilmr with the invasions of #ostor and the

destruction of Tradrador we recomimend the collected works of



Belin #oliliocks and “The Story of Ent Island” as a qood place to
start.

The fall of Celindil and the rise of the Dark City is held by
historians of Late as the dawn of the fourth age. The is hotly
disputed ]717 WQWLV contemporary scholars who believe that the
nvasion of Svedlun was the dawn of the fourth aqe not the
dawn of the fifth and that we are just now ]mginm’ng the fou ri.%
Age. Such lw{iéraus semAntics has no place in a footnote of this
nature And thus we will simply state that the rise of Celindil
and  most nam}lt/ the AppeATAnce af the CArakwaith, or
Shadowfang as they are called in the human tonque marks the
Imginning af the fau rth Aqe, the Age pf VMn}Jiras.

Certainly the shortest of any aqe, the fourth age was marked
by the many battles with Celindil and meetings with the Dark
Heroes of Galim{ii which have been written about in at least

fart17 eig/vt c{ifferznt poems and songs, not to mention the mAny
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books that have been written on the su}j ect. It 1s umportant to
note that Svedlun used the initial fall of Celindil as an
opportunity to invade Andionson And took. fassagsian af all the
Lands north of the Celeroth River. This is significant in that it
Jeatures frawinently in the later retaliation of Andionion
during the later invasion of Svodlun as we shall see. The Battle
for the 01h, in which the first Carakwaith was Permmnantiif
slain 15 Vieweq as a historic or infamous moment, depending on
whether one considers the events it set in motion And the careful
and devious planning the Dark City orchestrated to achieve such
A r{em{ly PLML. As we have Mrem{y mentioned, the 0rb would
Later be used by Lord Nelorian to attack the Dark. City therehy,
revealing its cutse, the destruction of all maqical items useq 7717
members af the wielders party. Having been. put into Nelorian’s
hands, the c[»Mn}J‘im af the elves, the wheels were set in motion far

A most destructive trap.  However,"as many of the herves who
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frught at the Catastrophe of the 0t still draw breath, we do not
wish to waste Any more time with stories the reader could just as
emily hear at the Local inn, As fram our Witt17 }Jen;

Thus we will return to the Brief yet pivotal faurt/» Aqge n
which the Dark City cast’s its shadow across the Land and undead
creatures beqan to become more and more fearsome. Many theories
have been put forth concerning exactly how this took place. Ma.st
theorize it to be an area effect Eraug[»t about 7717 some powerful
Elder Sorcery in the Dark. City and then spreading across the
land. Why Astengrad School did not counter such a powerful
spell hns been a bu rning question in the minds of many concerned
citizens And fmffles many students of history. While none are
quite certain of the exact reason, it is most Likely due to that fact
that countering such A spell would require All the quilds
Approval, and Likely the Necromancers Guild was apposed to

countering A spell that would Add so much power to their spells.



While we would Love to continue a discussion on the nature of the
ethics of mages and wizard policy, As it is not the subject of this
faotnate we will pass on instead to the 5u77j ect af tﬁa many events
that lead up to the invasion of Svedlun and the subsequent Loss of

| thenorthern territories to Dagdeoth.

Many small battles were faug/»t t[mmg/wut the Fourth Age
and while they did not appear to have a significant effect on t[.ue
caming WAT, eﬂ/c'/» WAS Siqnificnnt 11 some WAY. Dsesnor attacked
A group af Ogras in the Peaks af Odilathen, utilizing Dmg(m’s to
[ty over and cast elder sorcery from above with Aevastating effects
far all. While this may not seem like A signiﬂmnt event, the
war cost Dsesnor & great deal of resources and its people, and ALl
the }aea}ale af Roekron, were taxed fwm/ily. Furthermore, this
attack, caused A great deal of outraqe in Dngc{eatﬁ Aand stirred up
the forces there who Ymegm to speak. openly of war once Aqain.

Dnga{eat[v traa}as fngﬂm to AppeAr ACTOSS Reokron, sm'ling n And
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Euilo{ing up strangfwlds in the SWAmMPS ANK scrublands or Aeep in
the forests. In Temnor and Illionass such strongholds became
instant tarqets for destruction As these nations viewed the
appertance of such troops as An unwirranted invasion whereas
the Dagdecth -Vieu?ea{ it as retaliation for the Dragon Raids. As
their new strangfwla{ were fellac{ and new ones erected, the hatred
intensifiac{ and the battles became more pronounceq. Tk'is
eventunlly led to & level of discontent in Dagdeoth that promoted
A large scale attack on the rest of Reokron. ALl they needed was
Aan excuse, and one such retired warlord from the Stonehammer
Hills would give them just that, as we shall see.

A certain famous hero, now retired wirlord know only as,
Xander, masterminded an ingenions AttAcK on Svodlun through
the use of unknown caverns under M2. Hragnor. #His plan was to
provide easy Access into Svedlun territory for Dagdeoth and thus

destroy the monopoly on cheap weaponry the Dwarves had created



that had cost him so much Loss of profit in reselling of qoods from
slain enemies. In order to put this plan into action he needed to
clear out the caverns which had been sealed since Eefars the third
Age. To do this he hired a band af heroes, kee;aing his reasons far
wanting the tunnel cleared out A secret from them, and
rewArding them handsomely for the service, which they did,
though not without some trepidation. It is unclear if t[;is
barbarian Wﬂrlbrn{ Xander was always under the control of the
Dark. City or if that happened Later, yet it is certainly clear
now, for all know af him now As the Carakwaith he has become,
And & terrifying one At that. How this plan wis orchestrated so
well and exactly what role he plaved in it is not common,
knowledge to history but it is known that he called a meeting of
mﬂvﬁy nations, nﬂomeh/, anc{aath, Hostor, Temnor, Eines Mien
and even The Dark. City and offered them the chance to attack

Svedlun, explaining the advantage Dagdecth would have using
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the tunnels he had cleared. It is unknown exactly what was
aqreed upon At this secret meeting but what is clear is that an
Aqreement wAas reached far, As is well known, Wit/ﬁ'n the Yerr the
attack on Svodlun had been launched by all the attending
parties, wWith c{eﬂnst/kting and tragic results.

In order to Put the attack into Pers;;ectiﬂe, we must }’7riaf117
visit the dungeons of Mithil Grisodedin and the Elder Sorcery zﬁ}s
therein. It was here, in the depths of the Storm Maqes Guild that
the now infamous Drakes of Temnor were created. These hideous
[»Mfw{mwns Atre Vicious And ﬁlaw{t/w’rsty animals, bread for
riding and vielence. Retaining none of the majesty of true
Dragons, these beast bred at a Jurious pace and only Live for A few
years. As such they are the perfect expendable weapon. It is not
know who precisely mastereqd the art of their creation but it is
theorized that the Storm and Nature maqges would have had to

collaborate, something that was, witil this time, unheard of in
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Temnor. With their new steeds Temnor Attacked Svodlun along
with #Hostor who hoped to reqain Lost brethren who were Tming used
As slaves in the mithril mines. Eines Mien and A‘na{ianian Also
attack, but anly in order to reclaim the Land Svodlun took. fram
Andionion at the dawn of the fourth aqe. While the attack was
su ccessfwl in eventu Mly aVart/»raWing Svodlun, it was not, As we
are all Aware, su;cess]ﬁal in the WAY (it WAS intended: Knt[».er
than 77&1'149 A Liberation for the hobbits and A return to
indiviqually crafted items, the attack. Emckfirea{ with Temnor
retreating to defend their homeland as Dsesnor invaded through
the Reqwash. Dadgesth turned aquinst Andionion and Hostor
once the Dwarves were routed and claimed the mithril mines as
spoils freeing none of the slaves. The battles for Krodigros draqqed
on into the Jith age but the territories of Svodlun had been won
7717 Dagdeoth and Are now know As Western Dagdeoth, as much as

this historian detests the sound of such A thing.
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Which }rings us, af course, to the present c{my 15820, the
fourth or some say fifth aqe depending on which school of
philosophical record Keeping one ascribes to. As we do not wish to
confuse Are weary redder Any more then we Already have, as
much as we have Attempted to be absolutely pure in our simple
and direct statements of the facts, carefully shying away from
friwlaus mm%guities ang careless expounding, we will stick. Wi%[»
our previous ascribe article and claim, as many established
scholars have, that this is ndeed thefifth-age (editor's note- this
was not the fifth aqe, history now records the fall of Celendil et
Necrenef as the dawn of the fifth age, which happens some fifteen
years Later). While we in no WAY wish to Act As An Oracle, As we.
have little experience with the workings of the Nature Mages
guiia{ and the workings of their spells, we will qo so far as to say
that the this age is continu ally moving towards & Dark. Age. One

need not mention the Catastrophe of the 01k which crippled much



of the forces that would have destroyed the Dark City. The
Appearance of A new legendary weapon forged ]717 the Sorikonian
Martial Masters seemed to points towards hope, As ‘a(ia{ the attack
on the Dark City 7717 the mythic Elder Sorcerer Cronos who rode A
fying ship into the heart of the Dark City where it erupted in A
devastating blast that may have destroved some of the
CArARWRIth forever: However, both events seemed to be in Vﬁn
As An Ancient evil was released in Eunes Mien, completely
removing any thoughts of attack on the Dark City from that
quarter. While this evil was eventually put to rest on the day of
the second Larqest attack on the Dark City, or the Battle of the
Mirror Sky And we will not attempt to depict the events that
tmns}airea{ therein far TEASONS nlrzm{y sited, there was still no
sizable loss to the Dark City other than the reclaiming of
waw{au/gum;{, qu'c[», may have been sametking had not the Last

twenty fiVe Years been so cntnstra}akic far Andionion. As we Are



all aware, the first ten years nfter the attack were very fruitfwl
for Amir who pressed its advantage with Shadowquard to keep
the Dark. City on the defensive. This worked well for & time And
reached its pinnacle at the historic capture and slaying of the
CATARWALER fcli;ase, in the ninth year of the attacks and Amar
celebrated heartily. Until the now infamous Werek Broden-ie
came into his own and devastated Lord Redways best Rangers Wi%[»
the Morganti HM{& ,’Efmnmfter in WhAt is now Iwing called the
Day of the Dark Lightning. Apparently having channeled some
deeper powers within the leqendary biade, he is said to have strode
across the Shadowguard Bridge alone, an aura of fear causing all
to flee in his path. It is said that a “qark lightning” coursed,
Around him like A shield and none~could touch him. He however,
f»m(.na trouble tou ching others, as will be attested 1717 the twenty-
eight famalies who lLost children to the morgants biade he wielded

and the ftfty ~S1X more who were kalled and Sim}aly unrevivable. T



need not mention the recent Loss of ALl of Illionass to Dagdeoth, the
total destruction of the Dwarven Empire, the invasion of
Dng:{eot[» inte Andionion and, most recently the ‘Sacuring af the
entire Lands north of the Celeroth 1717 Dagdecth and the Dark. City

! who Appenr tahfm Warking tagati»er far the time ]731'147. Dasyit& the

best efforts of such qreat heroes and heroines as the great paladin
Hiro and the benevolent Life maqe Talys to Keep the forces fro'm
taking over the N, eriqoth groves and the putting down the rebel
forces that arose some twenty five years aqo, the Neriqoth has been
Lost, and with it some af the most well renowned warriors Aqainst
undead. But as that is not the suﬁjact of this ]m'ef look. At
pistory, we will leave the speculation on the current political
trends to the Lords and Ladies of the land and return, dutifully

to our scholarly work and the 51477]' ect At hand, history.



We hope that this footnote has helped tat illuminate some of
the more subtle details of the previous chapter on the Damasked
Short Glaive af Sorikonia and trust that our ;;ntt:ent reader will
 forgive the Lack. of detail and frank manner used herein, with
the um{erstnn;{ing that such technigues Are sadly necessitated ]717
the need for extreme fmzvity And StrﬁigktfarWnrd explanations in
A footnote such as this. .
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